A Few Things You Should Know About the Trans Texas Corridor

It's shocking just how little Texans know about this massive super-toll-highway-rail-utility project initiated by Governor Perry. At his direction, and in less than six months, TxDOT drafted a plan to build the Trans-Texas Corridor. Thereafter the Transportation Commission promptly adopted the plan in 2002. They did so without any substantive discussion or debate; without public comment or input; without conferring with local transportation experts; and without seeking input from local community leaders. Today that plan is being implemented through a comprehensive development agreement with a private concessionaire. Unfortunately the financial and design elements of that agreement are being withheld from public disclosure to protect the interests of the private concessionaire. Texans who already know very little about the TTC are now being prevented from learning the most important details – how it is going to be built and what it is going to cost.

Although four years have passed, the original TTC plan remains virtually unchanged and serves as the basis for concession agreements to construct TTC-35 and TTC-69. The Trans Texas Corridor includes within its 1,000 to 1,200-foot wide path ten vehicle lanes, six rail tracks, utilities, pipelines, and state concessions (gas stations, restaurants, motels, stores, warehouses, etc.). The length of corridors proposed in the plan total as much as 8,000 miles. If fully constructed those corridors will consume more than one million acres of Texas. Every mile of Corridor will consume 146 acres of land. That's private property that will become state owned property - removed from county and school district tax rolls everywhere it extends. 

This isn't another Interstate Highway. It is not just a jumbo-sized highway or turnpike. This Corridor project is a very wide, very flat, extremely limited access, mostly if not entirely toll, highway-rail-utility corridor. The TTC is three times wider than the full width (including feeder/frontage roads) of the typical Texas Interstate highway passing through our urban centers, yet it will provide fewer traffic lanes. To cross the Corridor at any point will require a one quarter-mile long overpass, and with the new authority granted you may even pay a toll to cross. In the plan TxDOT identifies 4,000 miles as Priority Corridors. TTC-35, TTC-69 and TTC-10 are among those.

The TTC will connect to Interstate and other major highways. However, by design it will not provide easy, if any access to the communities it passes by. It will not spur commercial development along its frontage like our Interstate Highways. There will be no frontage. There will be extremely limited opportunity for the owners of property it abuts to develop new or expanded businesses with access to the Corridor. Moreover, it has provisions to place all possible traveler services on the corridor itself. 

Communities with travel and tourism based economies will lose access to those travelers. If the Corridor is successful in attracting traffic away from existing highways communities will suffer significant economic losses. Existing transportation hubs within metropolitan areas are equally at risk of being bypassed.

Challenging the Wisdom of the Trans-Texas Corridor

Learn more about the TTC. Sadly there is plenty of misinformation on both sides of the issue. Seek out differing opinions and draw your own conclusions. Recognize that TxDOT officials and contractors will be working hard to convince you and others of the merits of their project, it’s their job.

TxDOT officials will be putting their own spin on the TTC. For example they often say that it will be built in phases and that you shouldn't be concerned at the size or number of elements. The fact is however that TxDOT will need to take all the land, for every element, to reserve the space for those future elements. That means that even if only four-lanes of toll road are built today they will be located in a swath of land three to four times wider than our Interstate Highways (including feeder and frontage roads).

Be cautious about the answers you get to your questions from TxDOT. Even the best-intentioned TxDOT representative (or CorridorWatch.org member) can only tell you what they know or believe. In some instances the information they share may be incorrect. We have witnessed erroneous and/or misleading answers to TTC questions at every level of Texas government. Most are just uninformed; few are intentionally disingenuous.

DON'T LET ANYONE GET AWAY WITH SAYING THIS IS A NOT IN MY BACKYARD (NIMBY) ISSUE!  IT'S NOT. IT'S BIGGER THAN THAT – IT'S A NOT IN MY STATE ISSUE. Remind them that this is not a transportation project, it's a revenue project. It’s an unbelievable land grabbing, monopoly building, autocratic scheme developed without public input and devoid of collaboration with regional or metropolitan transportation organizations. It’s also not a political party issue. Both the Democrat and Republican parties oppose the TTC.
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   The Trans-Texas Corridor is an All Around BAD Idea for Texas   .      

      HERE ARE JUST A FEW REASONS WHY:
· The Plan is based on uncertain assumptions. The plan is predicated on Texas population growth, not traffic projections. There is no demonstrated public demand for corridors that circumvent the metropolitan traffic generators. Texas needs roads that serve Texans. That means building roads where the people are.

· It's designed to generate revenue first and provide transportation second. From the beginning Governor Perry proposed the TTC as a revenue scheme for Texas transportation projects.

· It turns private land into State land - Excessive taking. More than one-half million acres will become government property used not only for transportation but also as State owned rental property in direct competition with private development. It takes land well in excess of what is required to accomplish the goal of providing transportation and utilities. The width cannot be justified.

· It doesn't solve the urban congestion & traffic problem. Traffic generators are located within the urban centers (jobs, housing, and marketplaces). A corridor that circles these generators cannot provide additional capacity for drive-time congestion. While some through traffic may be rerouted to provide relief, the new feeder will provide additional destination traffic from an ever increasing distance. The effect more than overtakes the gain in capacity.

· Adverse economic impact. It takes economic assets away from Texas communities by rerouting the flow of commercial trucks and limiting traveler access to local services, lodging and attractions.

· Private Interests v. Public Interests. Puts private partner revenue generation ahead of legitimate public interests. TxDOT’s new partner (Cintra) has a record of putting profits ahead of public safety. 

· Uninformed decision making. The opportunity for informed public comment and full NEPA participation is seriously restricted by the state keeping project design details already outlined and defined by the concessionaire secret.

· Loss of local property taxes. State owned TTC land will be removed from county and school district tax rolls. County and district taxpayers will shoulder the burden of making up the losses.

· Local jurisdictions, predominantly rural, will be burdened with the cost of providing infrastructure, governmental services and emergency services to a massive state owned project that may generate no local revenues while the state and their concessionaires reap the benefits of tolls, fees, and charges.

· It creates a 'soft' terrorism target. This is not the time to put so many critical infrastructure elements in one place. A single act could impact transportation, communications, and utilities. As proposed the corridors are in the least equipped and prepared communities to respond to an act of terrorism or accidental incident. The threat to life, property and the environment are tremendous.

· Dividing the State. Corridors will divide rural Texas making it more difficult to get from one place to another. The economic factors that impact the incentive to provide crossings will limit access across the corridor. Longer travel distances will result in loss of community cohesion, increase travel cost (fuel), increased vehicle generated pollution, and increased emergency response and transport times. Corridors will create barriers to the natural movement and migration of wildlife. 

· Potential for tremendous liabilities created by secret Comprehensive Development Agreements. It is impossible to understand and explore the range of possible concerns and issues that such agreements may present when their content is secret. These secret agreements will impact generations of Texans.

· High cost of tolls. Tolls are projected to equate to $3.85 per gallon of gasoline. At just 15-cents per mile the increased cost to the traveling public is more than ten times that of the present gasoline tax. Everyone will pay the new toll tax. Tolls charged to commercial carriers will be passed through to end users and consumers. Tolls collected by a private concessionaire for decades will include substantial private profits that will not be reinvested in Texas communities and will not benefit the public.

· Air pollution. Increased highway speeds (80 MPH) mean greater fuel consumption and more air pollution. Increased non-corridor travel distances also mean greater fuel consumption and more air pollution.
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CorridorWatch.org, is an organization of concerned Texans and public officials who question the wisdom of the Trans-Texas Corridor. 

Our mission is to increase public awareness and understanding of the Trans-Texas Corridor and its impact on Texas and all Texans.
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